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tons and Fears 1 fo doubtleſs he could appeal 
the Philippians concerning the Sobriety, Righteouſ- 
nefs, and Piety of his Conduct; otherwiſe ke would 
never have aſſumed the Boldneſs to have charged 
them to do the very ſame things in general, that 
they had ſeen in him; ſaying, Thoſe things, which. 
Je have learned, and veceived, and beard and ſeen in 
me, do: And by propoſing himſelf to them as ah 
Examp le of holy Living, he diſchargeth them from 


Manners were exceedingly corrupt and vicious, 
againſt whoſe pernicious Ways he warmly cautio 
them in the preceding Chapter. 
The Senſe of our Subject is, Since I have adli- 


me wn dy my Conduct, that I have a Conſcience in 
all things willing to live honeſtly or commendably z 
and can ſay to you, as well as to the Theſſalonians 
and others, Ye are Witneſſes, and Gop allo, _ 
bolily, and juſtly, and unblameably, I behaved m 
ſelf among you; fi: ce, I fay, all this is Fact, 
x take heed to your Ways, obſerve and do what 7 | 
e tangbt and given you A Pattern f; and follow 
not thoſe /mpoſiors, who in their Doctrines and 
Practices are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. x 
And remember, that even a true notional Faith, 
lative Knowlege of Chriſt, without a pure 
and righteous Converſation, will avail you nothing z 
for unleſs you carefully put in Practice the holy 
things that ye have learned, you cannot obtain 
Favour of the Lozp. Which leads us to the 
Second General: 
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_— Tbis is the moſt comprehenſive Bleſſing that could 
1 be offered to Men; and we ſhall think fo, if we 
dds but attentively conſider what is implied therein 
Gos will be with you: And, bo is lite unto 
thee, O Lon p the Plalmiſt cries out, in a ſort of. 
Rapture: Whom have I in Heaven but Thee ? and 
there is none upon Earth that I can deſire beſides (or 
compare with) Thee, If Gop be with you, you 
have the Preſence of the Supreme Eternal Mind ; 
the Fountain of all Being and Happineſs; the. 
Centre and Standard of all Perfection; the wiſeſt, 
greateſt, and beſt of Beings ; not only the Creator, 
but the conſtant Preſerver, and infallible Ruler, of 
the whole Univerſe ; not only everlaſting in his 
Duration, but neceſſarily preſent every-where, and 
unchangeable in his eſſential underived Excellence. 
Are you not then diſpoſed to ſay (with the Pſalmiſt), 
that you have none # Heaven or on Earth that is fit 
to be compared to, or deſired before Him? | 
And as He is characterized as. being the G 
Preate, the Repreſentation of Him. is very amiable 
„ = endearing 3 The God of 1 . be with 97 
This Appellation may imply his bein way of 
E r he Lover and Father of 4 e 
| of Peace, as he loves Peace and Harmony among all 
Nations, and lefler Societies of Men ; and eſpeci- 
ülly among thoſe that worſhip him as the only living 
© and true God; and loves it yet more among the pro- 
ſeſſed Followers of his meck and lowly Son; moſt o 
all expects to find itamong the Members of one and 
the ſame worſhiping Aſſembly : — He is the Gop, 
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dhe Autbor of Peace, as of Himſelf he was originally 

diſpoſed to Peace wich our fallen Race, and, out of his 

- boundleſs Lore, hath not ſpared his only · begotten 

Son, but delivered him up for us all, that He 
might become our Peace, or the Mater of Peace, 
between his Father and us offending Morrtals 3 and 

hach beſtowed on ut the abundant, Grace of the 
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Goſpel to tender Peace; and, to excire us to accept 
it, hath ſent his Miniſters to preach Peace, through 
his Son, to all them that believe and repent; and 
is even ftriving with us, by his Spirit, to win us 
over to the bonourable Terms of Peace that he h 
offered us :— And is, in the Courſe of his Provi- 
dence, not only ſometimes beſtowing on his Ser- 
vants Peace and Quiet among thoſe that live near 
them, making their Enemies to be at Peace with 
them; but even when Men are malicious, and other - 
outward Circumſtances attending them are trouble- 
3 ſome, he does often give them, by his Word and 
Spirit, ſuch a refreſhing Senſe of his Love, as 
creates in their Souls Peace, Quieineſ, and Aſurance; 
that Peace which paſſeth all Underſtanding Win Ts 
their Hearts and Minds through Jeßn Chrift 
God of Peace ſhall be with you. © 


And his being with you muſt Ggnify We more 
than bis phyſical nece 


ſſary Preſence being with 
you 3 for, in reſpect of this, He is 'every-where, 
and that continually 3 in Him we live, and move, 2 
bave our Being His Preſence,” if conſidered in this 
Senſe only, is no Privilege ; the Wicked have it as 
truly as the Righteous : Therefore his being with 
|  #bem.that 'obey his Will; muſt import his granting 
them his /pecial Favour, and the bappy EffetIs of it': 
And if the God of Peace beftows on you bis ſpecial 
Favour, and the happy Fruits thereof,” you will = g 
all his boundleſs Perſections engaged for 
loſe, as it were, your own Inſufficiency in his in 
Fuite Fulneſs: He will D ſtrengthen, fopply, 
comfort, and bleſs you, hon 
tenderly regarding your Suat; whatever it k, re- . 
ſpecting Body, Mind, and outward Condition! 
watching over you in Mercy, whereſoever your 1 
may de caſt.— He will you Peace with Himſelf, | 
through his dear Son 3; Peace and Serenity in ot 
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: Lane you; 3 Red and bis Staff ſhall comfort n FE 
: Ee Realms on high, and make you * : 
and eternally happy with Himſelf. 

you conceive, is implied in the promiſed Ble 8 2 
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his Government. To be ſhort, his being with you - _ 


ren, of ipiricyal Grace, that you can reaſonably 
* or pollibly.necd, in this lower World, ſball i 
communicated 0 you, both in the fitteſt gcalon, - - 
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© and>the propereſt Kind and Meaſure too. And his 
+: with you doth not only imply his manifeſting 


is Kindneſs to you in every ſuitable Form, while 
you are in this World, hut alſa in the Hour of Lentb, 
and. throughout an endleſs Eternity: So that tho7 
8 through the Valley of abe Shadow of 
you need to fear no Evil; for He will be 


and when he has ſafcly conducted cu chrough * 
gloomy Vale of Death, he will exalt ycu to 
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Al this, and more than either I can expreſs, or 


ares + that !be Gad of Peace bal be with s. 
And is not this abundant gement for yau 
to do the things that you have learned from Chriſt, 
and his faithful Miniſters? For you to be pure and 


ays?—lf the Hope of this Blefliong will not in- 
duce you to wortify the Deeds of the Fleſh, and 
far as ye are able, I 
know not = bo will do it; for nothing you can en- 2 
Joy is worthy. to be com 8 to it, For the Pre- 7 
fence or Favaur of Go every real | 
Bond. His F fd is Life: And his n Kind- 
neſs better than Life: It is expreſly ſaid, He will 
be a Sun and Shield, He will give Grace and Glory 
to, and will wich- hold no good thing from, them 
uh t. walk -uprightly. Therefore all that we can 
re. on Earth is, in point of Value, no-ways 
_ to Faun, or * Knoulege, reduced to 
Practice 3 
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- Deſire, io this tranſitory 
- ance, no better than Dung or Droſs, compared 
to the Smiles or Preſence of the Moſt High. 


„bear the 
ments, ſhall be bleſſed of him both in Time and 
Eternity. And it is equally certain, that as many | 
as are forgerful Hearers of the Word, and do it not, 
ſhall never obtain Favour of the Lord. Let us 
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whatever elſe can either cuurt the Senſe, or excite 
World, is of ſmall Import- 
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Give me but this, and 1 aſk 20 more; becauſe it in- 
cludes every thing that is good for me. If then I 


deſire this-Bleffing above all things, I ſhould be 


tionably careful to do chat, without which 
Lean never obtain il. N 


and the 


nexion there is between the Duty 


Promiſe; or. in other Words, between doing 


the Will of Gop, and enjoying his Favour. 
Nothin 


is more certain, than that as many as 
ord of Gop, and his Command- 


look a little into the Ground of theſe Two-Propo- 


fictions. If through the Concurrence of the Divine 


Spirit you do the Things that you have learned 


| — the Goſpel, you will (fo far as you are holy) 


become the proper Objects of Gop's Approbation 


and Complacence. Every Chriſtian Grace that is 
rooted in the Soul, and exerciſed in the Life, is 
Land nor bs Share than) of great Price in 


his Sight. 

The Things. chat are in their own Nature true, 
venerable, jult, pure, lovely, and of good Report, 
have the ſpiritual Nature and bright Reſemblance 


of Gop himſelf; and therefore he cangge but ap- 
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N A hee t the Death 
8 of and take Complaceneb i the holy Temper 
and Lite of a true Chriſtiaa, who thinks of and 
does theſe things, becauſe they are:ie ſome . 
like himſelf. 
And as they that do — Win are like Fr in 
Holineſs, ſo the 7 are-properly qualified to partake 
of che Happineſs that ariſeth from a Senſe of his 
moſt gracious Smiles, from ſpiritual Fellowſhip 
wich the Father of Mercics, the Gop of Peace and 1 
Purity. There. is in their ſanctißed Nature a KD 

oper Foundation laid for a firm, happy, and 11 

Fe nion between Gon and their Souls They 
are prepared to reliſh the Joys of a ſpiritual and 
3 Life on Earth, and of the fulleſt Viſion, 
and moſt perfect Fevitionz of their heavenly Father 
in the Paradiſe above. They are by the Holineſs 
of their Nature formed for. the glorious State, de- 
vout Exerciles, ſocial . Pleaſures, and for every - | 
other Delight, that is at Gop's Right-hand;; and 
in Conſequence, as doing Gop's Will prepares for 
— Enjoy ment of his Preſence on Earth, and in 
Heaven too, it will certainly recommend to his 
Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus : Which leads me to obſerve, 
that though Men by their Guile have forfeited 
' eyery Bleinng at the: Iand of Gop, and have ex- 
poſed themſelves to bis Diſpleaſure, and cannot by 
any imperſect Services they have done, or can do, 
merit Forgiveneſs, and hi *everlaſting Bleſſings 
ariſing from his Favour; yet He, as To Gop of 
Peace and Mercy, hath freely given his dear Son to 
die for all that believe in Key obey him, that fo 
they may not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
The the Grace of God, tbe Word, — 2 was 
made Fleſh, taſted Death for every Many and a8 

the Father ſpared not his dear Son, but delivered 
bim up for us all, hom much more will he nor-with 
bin freely give us Lal Ps if BY Oy the _ 
ATE 3 - 3 -End 


Fe faith; Ler us inform the Wicked,” that if 
they cannot, after 


'# * { 
* 
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to Sin, might live unto Righteouſneſs? If then 
we may argue from the greater to the leſs, we map 
be aſſured, that although a Sinner cannot plead 


for Gop's Favour here and hereafter; and for all, 


or any of, the Bleflings derived from this Source, 


on the Foot ef any Merit of bis own z yet he may 
plead for them on the Foot of that infinite Mercy, - 


that provided a Ranſom for him, and of the Meri 
of bis Obedience unto Death, who gave himſelf for 
us, an Offering and a Sacrifice io Gop for a ſweet- 


| ſmelling Savour: And we may add, if Sinners are 
truly penitent, they will doubleſs obtain Favour of 


of the Lonp; fince He hath abſolutely promiſed 
this Mercy to all them that live foberly, righteoufly, 


and godly, in this preſent Word: And this Promiſe 
is confirmed with an Oath, that by Two immutable 
Things, in which it was impoſſible for Gop to lye, 


we might have ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled 


for Refuge to lay hold on the Hope that is ſer be- | 


fore us. 


But if you do not the things you have learned of - 
Chriſt, and his faithful Servants, the God of Peace 


will not be with you; for, inaſmuch as ye are unholy, 
ye are unlike to Gop, both in your Natures and 
Conduct, and therefore cannot by any means be 


the Odjects of his Complacence: Nor are you ca- 


pable of being happy 
two walk 
Darkneſs may have Fellowſhip together, yea, Chriſt 


in his Smiles; for how can 


in the Preſence or Favour of Gov, either on Earth 
or in Heaven. And the Merits of Chriſt's Righ- 
N | — "4 44 wot | 3 8 teouſneſz 


2 . . 


they do 
free of their Madneſs and Depravity, 
| th, be admitted into the pure Manſions 
of the Good, where no Evil enters: That their Manners and 


not, in chis Life, get 


+ here will accompany them into che other World, 


4 3 where 


* 
* 
* 
4 


together, unleſs they agree ? Light a 
and Belial, as ſoon as an unrenewed Sinner be happy 
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| _ teouſneſs in dying as a Sacrifice for Sin, are {6 
lar from ꝑeading for you; that fince he died in | 
order to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and ye | 
uphold and multiply theſe, and by ſo doing, fight 
agaioſt him, and the Agonies of his Death, it is 
impoſſible, that the Merits of his Sufferings ſhould 
extend to your Salvation, except ye repent 
And the Thing that farther puts this Matter out of 
all Diſpute, is the poſitive Declaration of Chriſe 
in the Goſpel, Malt. vii. 21. Not every one that | 
2 faith ' unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the \ 
8 Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth the Wil! 
= of my Father, who is in Heaven. 
3 © There s then, partly in the Nature of Things; 
and partly by the irreverſible Appointment of 
Go, an inſeparable Connexion between the Duty 
injoin*d, and the Promiſe Sat is made in our Sub- 
| 3 or between doing the Will of God, and en- 
Joying his Favours. 


N 


After I have thus taken Notice how St. Paul 
exhorts the Philippians" (and with them all pro- 
feſing Chriſtians) to do the Things, which they had 
learned from his holy Dof@rines and Prafice; and 
have lilggwiſe ſnew'd you by what a glorious Mo- 
tive lie Epforceth his Exhortation to Buty, namely, - 
that the God of Peace will be with them ; and have 
alſo ſhewed the inſeparable Connexion there is 
between the Duty recommended, and the Promiſe {| 
that is made to them, and them only, who do their: 
Duty; I would now beg Leave, before I enter on 1 


3 | where they will always be in ſuck Cong y as are like them- 
== 2 deal] with the Wicked. 1 
9. 1 7 177. . 1. an, ce ——— Geddes, 74 on 

. p. 169. Glaſgow. 4 
_, * Ut any Perſons choole not to read this Diſcourſe at one 
Lime, this is the moſt proper Place to make a Pauſe. | 14 
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_my-pwns And on 
| , excuſed, if. 1 : : 
Y - miaiſcrial Qualifications,..that are more proper to 
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3 pious Remembrance of 
Hi natwalwere a good 
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the Improvement of what has been ſaid, to re- 
miad vou of the evangelical Doctrines and exem- 
plary Conduct of your late excellent Paſtor ; not 
that; I ned do this for your Ixffraction, but your 
Edification and I will add, I would do it for 
on ſome I bings relating o his 


excite . Imitation than yours 3. yet, alrogether 
e an, honourable and 
d Foundation 


for bis ac- 
quired Abilities: In the former, he exceeded many; 
in the latter, was equalled by very few: He ſpent 


much Time, from his younger to his advanced 


Tear, in the Purſuit of uſeful Knowlege; yea, fo 


great was his Lhirſt fag this, that he would ſome- 
continne his Studies all Night long, ſcarcely 


cimes 
perceiving that he wanted Reſt; and many can 
witneſs what abundant Succeſs attended his un- 
weatied Application. His intimate Acquaintance 
wich the antient Languages of Rome, Greece, and 
Aſia, laid open to his Mind the vaſt Treaſures of 
ſolid Learning that-once enrich'd thoſe Countries ;. 


_ and-qualified him to look into the ſacred Writings, 


with greater Clearneſs, Eaſe, and Advantage, be- 
holdiag them in their native Purity and original 
Ferm: This is like drinking at an untainted 55 


tain, while others, that are Strangers to the Lan» 


guage io which the holy Scriptures. were firſt 
written, and therefore muſt receive them from the 


3 Hands of Tranſlators and Interpreters, are obliged 
to drink, remote from the Fountain, only at ihe. 

Cirtam, When perhaps it is polluted, or hath re- 

_ ceived a Tincture from the different Soils through 


which it bath paſs d. 116 
: His Knowlege 
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1 A Diſcourſe onthe Dru 
Literature, of antient as well ag later Ages, were 
familiar to him. He had à clear Underſtanding, - 
and a ſound Judgment, ripen'd by Care, Con- 
deration, and Experience. The large unpleaſant - 
Field of Controverſy about Opinions and Points of 
Faith, he almoſt traverſed from Side to Side, wich- 
out contracting an Itch for Diſpatation and Wran- 

gling, or Sourneſs of Temper, or a poſitive, dog - 

matical Humour: His ſeeing how unhappily good 
Men were divided in their Opinions, inlarged, in- 
ſtead of narrowing, his Sentinietits; 'and'created in 
his Mind ſuch Candour and Charity towards all 
that differed from him in Op ion, that notwith- 
_ ſanding he was a good Caſuiſt, yet he was'a much: | 

better Chriſtian. If his Sentiments were „ his 
Heart was much more ſo. If he was a Slave to 
no Man's private Judgment; or to mere human 

Authority, in Matters of 'Faith, he was equally: 

_ diftant from impoſing his Opinion or Creed” upon: 
others; neither calling any Man upon Earth, nor 
ſeeking to be called, Maſter.” As be looked on 
the Holy Scriptures, as being the only Treaſure of 
infallible Truth, fo he accounted the Words of Scrip- 
ture the ſureſt Teſt of Orthodoxy; and therefore, 
with the great Cbillingworib, Baxter, and others, 
he was utterly againſt impoling Subſcription to any 
Articles or Conſeſſions of Faith beſides be Bible, 
or ſuch as were drawn up intirely in Scripture Lan- 
* Fps Life he greatly adorned the Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, and hereby enforced-his pubj- 
lic Preaching of them on your Minds: He lived- 
' what he taught; and ſhew'd you, as much by his 
Deportment as by his Doctrines, what it is to be 
a Chriſtian 3 but his inoffenſive prudent Behaviour, 
bis great Benevolence to Rich and Poor, and his 
noble Catholic Spirit toward proſeſſing Chriltians of 
» tl Denominationg, were the diſtinguiſhing Orna. 
8 „ mems #& 
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Chriſtians ; though he thought freely, and 
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ap 
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n Mr. Dann, wo 
ments of his [private Charaer, and gave ſuch a 


- Luftre to his public ane, as will ſhine for many 
| Years, though his Soul is fled from our World, 


and bis dear Remains are gone down to the dark 


| Hbodes of the Dead. 


Many can teſtify, that he was a, faithful affec- 
tionate Friend; many more, that he had a = 
and generous Soul; and even all that lived near 
him, that he was a peaceable good Neighbour : 


They that knew him moſt intimately, were charm'd 


wich: his. dent, chearful, anaffefied Ray! and 


they: that knew him leſs, had the greater Loſs. _ 
When I reflect on his leaving our World, and 


conſider what a Miniſter of the Goſpel he was, I 


am ready to cry out in the Language of Eliſba, 
—_ his ſeeing Zlijab caught up to Heaven, 


„% My Father ! my Father! the Chariot m 


l Shepk d after God 
e might truly a er r God's 
own Heart, feeding 
Underſtanding : He was a skilful, laborious, and 
faithful Paſtor; he made known unto you rhe 
whole Counſel of God, as far as was profitable to 
Salvation; he did not tire you with empty Specu- 
lations above the Reach of your Underftandings ; 
nor fire your Minds with a falſe Zeal for Opinions, 
that are not eſſential to the Power of Godlinefs. 
As it was his firm Belief, That a bad Life is the 


% worſt Hereſy*,” he troubled not his Hearers 


with thoſe controverted Doctrines, that have no 
Tendency to make them either wiſer Men or better 


ſpoke his 
Mind boldly (fo ſo far as he Deliev'd it neceſſary to 


make it ne yet he ſpoke diſcreetly, and 6rd 
not your Heads with Things ha were ca. 


7 * mend your Hearts. 
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» Piſhop Tistorzos. "<7 
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bis Flock with Knowlege ane 
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2. ADiſtouſe onthe D _ 
The t Doctrines of Chriſtianity he | chiefly 
inſiſted 22 as Repentance toward Gop, and 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that you ought te 
look for Salvation from the Father, only-chrough 
the Merit and Mediation of his dear Son; and 
this only in the way of Well-doing, ſince Faith 
without Works is dead; and that you ſhould feek; 
and truſt to, the Influences of the Divine Spirit in 

* your Endeavours to pleaſe Gd. 

He was a plain, practical, ſolid,” and auctions. 
ate Preacher : He firſt informed che Underſtands - 
ing, then warmed the Heart, notwithſtanding all! 
e of * a, lar _ that at» 

te his Delivery; E tO Judgments 
and, Conſcicnces, a5 well Wee the Aion of is 


How skilfully did be divide the Word of Laab! 
© chat he might give a Portion to Every ohe in due 
Seaſon. How faithfully did be warn you of the 
Danger of every Sin ! And earneſtly preſs you; to 
accept e Cn as he is offered: to you in the 
Goſpel ; and neither to delay the Work of 
Salvation, nor to deceive yourfelves by a __ 
 ficial Piety, or unfruitful Form: of Godlineſs ! - 

I need not tell you, how fervently” he recom- 
mended your ref ive Caſes unto God in Prager; 
or with what remarkable Fulneſs of Matter, with 
what Propriety of Sentiment and Expreſſion, he 
aſſiſted you in your - public Devotions. - But few 

Perſons were ever better qualified ro pray wis bout 
7 Ren * 
Fase, 

a The Concem with which he obſerved the open 
Profaneneſs of Multitudes, was very great; nor 
was he. leſs moved, when he {aw the little Regard 
that is paid to ſocial Virtue, and practical Holi- 
neſs, by many that put on the Form of Religion: 
ne ſorely he lamented, when he oblerved the 
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if hi Rev lr, Dawson. It 
i Opinions, «+ That frems 


Minds, e Things of a doubtful Nature; makes 
them diſſatisſied with the Doctrines and Miniſters, 
ee have ſat under with Pleaſure and Profit 
for many Years; creates a captious, cenforious Hu- 
mour, Heart-burnings, Conrentions, and Diviſione, 
in re Societies; and, under à Pretence of 
ſtanding up for Chriſt and the Goſpel, loſes Sight of 
 Meekneſs and Peace, Forbearance and Charity, which 
are the uery+ Spirit of the Goſpel, and the amiable 
Grates, which in an eſpecial Manner Chriſt calls 
upon his Diſciples to imitate him in: Theſe Things 
he figh'd over; and dreaded r 
thereof, where-ever they prevailed. 
Or, to ſum up bis Charafter in fewer Words : 
He lad 4 Heart to enjoy God's Bounty without 
running into Riot, and could be ſtrictly tempetate 
without needleſs Mortification: - He was humble 
without Meanneſs, and meek without Stupidity? 
He could be chearful without Levity, and ſerious 


being ſullen: He was juſt. without Ri 


without 


gour, and generous without Prodigality: He was 
prudent without timorous Caution, and friendly 
without being officious : He knew how to be ſteady 


without Obſtinacy, and compliant without 'Weak- 
neſs : He could be free wichout being rude; and if 
| he had bur fitdle Ceremony, be had much Sincerity: : 
He had the Paſſions of a Man, without being a. 
Slave to any of them; and could feel <_t = 
Friends and Neighbours, without ſorgetti 


he's ee with Kya, as well as wich J. | 


fettion. 
: - He was learned without 22 
religious without Superſtition; and heartily zea 

for Chih, wickout * ere TS: 10 Names 
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"08 4 — the Death. 4g 
more than to Things. He was a Perſon of ſuel 
amiable. Qualities, that his Friends will. bleſs his 
Memory, and embalm it with their Tears, while 
his Enemies (if Enemies ſuch: a one could have) 
are ſham' d into Silence, or forc'd into Praiſe. 
To ſay. that he did Honour to Chriſtians of a2 
5 ſingle Denomination, is ſaying much too little; for 
be did Honour to the whole Species he belong d 
to, and even to Chriſtianity ſelf, By his Death, 
the Town and Neighbourbood, in which he lived, 
2 the wwhole Nation, hath loſt a moſt. valuable 
anch of Society ; the Church of God, which is 
the Body of Chlilt, a very important Member 
the Goipel of : Jeſus, an able Miniſter 3 his Fel. 
low-labourers, a wiſe and tender Father; but what 
Jou, bis Floct, have loſt, in being ng of F 
fuch a Paſtor I forbear to ſay It is 
| euough for you to feel, what I cannot deſcribe ; and 
if I could, my doing it would but — ag- 
gravate your Sorrow. that y ou mult: ſee * 


Face—————and bear bis Ee, . more. 1 
May Jeſus, the 
our 


great d and Biſhop of 
 ſanRify the Stroke, comfort you under 
it, and, in his abundant. W make up the 
Breach! 
| 1 Haring ſo far diſcaurſed. on the Subject in 
hand, and enter d into the Doctrines and 5 


yy of your deceaſed Paſtor z  _ , 6-2 ba 
The Inprovement may conſiſt of an Addreſs: 


a. To: you all of this religious Society without 
inction. | 


» Secondly, 10 thoſe that have hirherto wichllogd 
the — 'of the Goſpel, and have not practical 
1 the Doctrines and Example: of your late 


- » Thirdly, To thoſe that have made a proper Vieof 
the Golpe], and of what you have learned bow the 
3 rue- 
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. n e e 'of ;thlh: 


this, I would, iſt, preſs you with all 
Earneſtneſa to do the Thi that your I Paſtor 
| hath taught you by Word and Deed, ſo far as his 
Doctrines and Example were agreeable to thoſe of 
Chrift, and his inſpired Apoſtles : For in ſo doing, 

8 you will pay a proper Regard to the firſt Teachers 
of Chriſtianity, and even to Chriſt your Saviour 
= Himſelf; and will make the beſt Uſe of what you- 


withſtanding he hath been with you many Zears,. 
ſerving the Lord with all Humilicy of Mind, and 
Tears, not ſh to declare unto you the 


whole Counſel of Gop 3 and at the ſame time hath 


let his Light ſo ſhine before you, that ye, ſecing 
his good Works, might be. induced to gloriſy 
Gov; yet, if, aſter all, ye neither practiſe what he 


hath taught you, nor imitate his Example, ye will 


be no better for all his Miniſtrations, or the Pattern 
that he gave you: And as ye cannot pay a greater 


have learned from his Doctrines, and Manner of 


Life, ſo 5 ou cannot reproach it more emphatically, 
than by 


he lived. 


a Do ye now look vid on his rs Labours ; 
= and Life with Admiration? Preſerve their 


their Efficacy, and, I had like to have ſaid, thaw 


without DiſtinQion. ww.” 2 


have learned from your late Miniſter : But, not- 


Reſpect to his Memory, than by doing what you. 


egarding bat he e and 9 5 


very Being, in your holy and unblameable Con 6 


ſation. Let his Doctrines live in your Lives'; and 
r Be. 


his Example breathe in every Part of you 


haviour; de what he ſaid, and be vw hve ft th ang 


then, in the moſt honourable Senſe, He will Foe 


as long as it. pleaſeth Gov to ſpare you in this. - 


World. ö Conse, 
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24 4 Diſcowſe' on the Death 
Cooder, that it is not crying Miniſter 
as the beſt Preacher, or as the beſt 2 ever 
knew, that is either paying him the higheſt Re- 
ſpect, or making the belt Uſe of: what you" com- 
mend: the Power of his Preaching in- 

your Temper and Conduct is the beſt Proof, that 
you eſteemed: him an excellent Preacher; and _ 
ducting your Lives on the Plan of his holy 
ample, is the moſt convincing Evidence, Shan 7 
TT che Pactern that de far 
And unleſs you thus 9 Practice hee, * 
yon have learned from the Words and Conduct of 14 
your Paſtor, & = have learned nothing from bim 
* here is the Sign of his Labour, or 
the — of his Example, if you are — 4 
more towards Go, nor +more. juſt and 
generous towards Men, nor purer in yourſelves, 
for one or the other? — What is the Advantage of 
— — often hearing his weighty, and affeſtionate 
ries, or of your having ſeen in his Behaviour 
ſtz⸗he ſtricteſt Sobriety, univerſal Righteouſneſs, and 
 wlifeigned Piety? Why, it all amounts 10 
thing. You might as well never have heard his 
Doctrine, or ſeen his Liſe, at all. 1 8 5 
| 2. Let it be noted for general Uſe, dat boly. 
£ Practice is the beſt Ornament, and moſt ſubſtantial. | 
Fruit, of your Chriſtian Faith and Profefionz: +} 
and the indiſpenſable Condition on which the Fa-. 
. vour of Gop wu be beſtowed on rr Nen 
IJrſus Chriſt. Ee 
—_— . - A good Life i is ; the great End and beſt Evidence. 
boobs found Faith; this will be the ſureſt Mark of | 
pur Wiſdom and Piety z the moſt inconteſtable | 
Sign, that the Tree is good, when the Fruit is ſo. 
AIs make you holy, is the Scope and Drift of alli | 
the Doctrines of Chriſt ; one great Intention of his 
Death and 3 nene 
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 , of the Rev. Mr. Dawsowm. 2: 
happy and ornamental Effect of his holy Example. 
Rea) Holineſs in Heare and Life h the” . 
Marrow and Quinteſſence of Religion. If you do; 
not what Chritt, and his Apoſtles and Minifters,. 
teach you (ſo far I mean as theſe. teach you the 
Will of Chriſt) your Religion is ſupetficial, and al. 
rogether vain, Your Profeſſion hath neither Senſe 
nor Meaning in it. It is not your: having a right 
e Faith alone (for this the Devil hath to 
Fade) that will make you truly religiont— 
. Hr js not your having a ſtrong Perſuaſion, that you 
are among the Ele& (for this many a wicked Man 
is poſſeſſed of) that will be a ſafficienc Evidence, 
chat you are Chriſt's, — Nor is it your making a 
- Ba fair Shew of Religion, by hearing many Sermons, 


making ſong Prayers, and talking warmly againſt 
this or the Riker Opiiiich Foes. deem . 

chat will manifeſt the Power of Godlineſt to be in you. 

Ir is not, I fay, any of theſe outward Ap ces 
of Religion, or Ten times more, that will denomi- 


nate you good Chriſtians, or anſwer the End of 


the Goſpel, ot gain you Acceptance with Gd. 


without. perfogal, practical Holineſs: Withobe 
this, if tbe Goſpel be tus, you can have no Intereſt 
in the Fruits of Chriſt's Righteoufneſs, ot of his 
Obedience unto Death; | out 
Faith, your Profeſſion, your Prayers, or your Sa- 


” # . 4 9 
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craments; no Title to the Promi 
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Secondly, I zm now to addreſs myſelf to'thaſs bf 


you (if any fuch are preſent, which ic is c be feared - - 


there are in ſuch a large Aﬀembly), who have N 
therto withſtood the Grace of the Goſpel, and hive 
not practically obſerved the Docttines and . 
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of your late Paſtor.” 
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a Title Promiſes of diwi. 
Grace; nor will you (to be ſhort) be ever blefled - 

in your Deed, if you are not Doers of the Werd. 
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'You who act this Parc will have a terrible Ac- 
count t to ive, and a moſt dreadful Puniſhment to 
_ endure, if you do not repent, and reform your 

ays. How many things will riſe up againſt you! 
'*The Light of the ever- bieſſed Goſpel, againſt which 
you. * wilfully ſhuc your Eyes, and every Mo- 
tive to "Righteouſneſs contained therein, againſt 


- which you have obſtinately hardened your Hearts ; 


the precious og of Chriſt, which you have im- 


Hoy trampled under Feet; the Motions of the - 


ly Spicit, which you have ungratefully reſiſted 3 


the many ſerious Diſcourſes given you by the Mi- 
 niſters of Jeſus, which ye have either turned a deaf 


Ear to, or quickly forgot; the good Examples that 


a 50 been ſet before you, which you have deſpiſed; 


s the frequent Inſtructions, Repropfs, Prayers, 


made a Jelt of; che many Mercies that ye have 


ähuled, and affſictive Diſpenſations that ye have 


taken no Warning by, or Convictions of Conſci- 


ence that ye have ſtilled; and even Reſolutions to 
anend your Ways that you made, and almeſt as 


n broke thro”; together with every other Means 
forming you to Holineſs, which you have fru- 
ſtrated the Intention of: All theſe, I fay, will riſe up 
againſt and condemn you, and make your future 


2 Puniſhment except ye repent) ſo exceeding 


Arcadful, that you had better never to have enjoye 


2% ove of rhele Advantages for Holineſs and Sal- 
vation, than to have received the Grace of Gop ia 


vain: As they all aggravate your Guilr, they will, 
roportion, certainly enhance your Puniſhmenc, 
If Death find you ontenewed. What Profit will 
you then have in any of your criminal Purſuits or 
IDE When Death ſurpriſeth you, will it be 


Advantage or Comfort to you, that you have 
„d in Riot? or that ye have acquired great Riches? 
dr that ye have been highly honoured by Men? or 
Tr * chat 
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Meſſiah's Death, the Joys of Heaven, and all ig 


of the Rev. Mr. Dawson. 17 
that ye have had many Friends or Flatterers, af leaft 


for 572 Tears ? When your Pleaſure is all at an 


End; your Kiches cannot be taken with you; 
your Titles no Creature will own in the other World : 
and all your Friend. or Flattercrs will no more 
follow you out of Choice, than your Riches and 
Titles can follow you in any Shape. What will you 
think of yourſelves in ſuch a Situation? The Al- 
mighty you have made your Enemy, by ſerving 

Satan; and the Son of God, who was ſent into the 
World to fave you, you have made- an angry 
Judge, by obſtinarely refuſing, that he ſhould reign 
over you: The Day of Grace, in which you might 
have made your Peace, you have conſumed in 
Wantonnefs, and worldly Purſuits; and now the 
Harveſt is paſt, the Summer is ended, and you 
are not ſaved: O! what a deplorable Condition is 
this! Which is the real Condition of every Man 
that is ſummoned by Death to Judgment, while he 


is a Slave to his Luſts, and a Stranger to the Buſi - 


neſs and Pleaſure of Religion. 
Tou would therefore do well to conſider, before 

it is too late, that when all is ſaid, bat can be ſaid, 
in favour of worldly Good, or carnal Plealure, it 
can be enjoyed bas? a very little while, and perhaps 
it may not be enjoyed One Hour; for Life i is but a 
Vapour, or a Shadow z and when it is paſt, Ricbes, 
Honours, and ſenſual Pleaſures, yea, all the Warld, and 
a periſbing Life 100, are, on? and all, as nothing to a 
Man; then bis Soul is all to bim: If this is ſafe; the 

Favour of Gov is ſafe ; ,the happy Fruits of che 


ſafe; ſafe beyond the Tober er Injury, | or the Pear 3 


of Hazard; fafe for ever. 


But, if his Soul is loft, the Smiles: of Gop are 
16, the Benefi;s of a Redeemer's Sufferings, te 
Paradiſe above, and all is loſt. He, himſelf, is lolt, _ 
degraded, ruined; ſunł from —— Heaven, 

down 
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of mi ight zow ſeize every wicked Per- 
on that hears me this Day (if any iuch there be) 
* Sever wore be eafy in his Sins, with the eter- 
_ Vengeance of Gov hanging every Moment over 
_KHead.—Think, O! think—of the Danger of a 
aden Death, REIT Bed Þ not, by a Life 
to die, dl 


miſerable than it is poſſible tor me to deſcribe, or 
you to.conceive! My very Soul trembles for every 


— remedileſs Ruin he is every 


acting like a Perſon diſordered. i in his 
"Senſes, nn a ot pleas ga 
and craggy Precipice ; there ſtands on Tiptoe, 
wt ty By IE far as he is able, in order to 
P * Flower or Fruit; when a 
5 of Air, or the leaſt accidental Force, would 
chrom him off his Balance, and ſend him headlong 
daſhed to 6 


4 


* 


J 


res e an * is more 
uncertain than the Duratigg! of your: Lives: Per- 
ſons. of all Ages are daily Aging » raund you, and 


can zow be: And tho', b 2 Hurry of Buſi 
nels, or Change of Phateres,. you; may put off the 
Tbooghts of dying for a while, yet t yon cann 
the AMonies of Death for one Momentygwhenever i it 
ſeizeth you, which, for aught you nt it . may 
- quickly do. 
When Death is commiſſioned to deft x 
Tenderneſs of thy Frame, O Sinner, cannot 
him to Pity ;; thy greateſt Beauty cannot win 
his Heart; thy ſuperior Rank or Titles 


all thy Riches bribe him to forbear; notbing can 
fave thee from his frozen Hand: Though thou art 
ever ſo young, or beautiful, or eminent in Rank, 
or vigorous, or wealthy, yet all will avail thee no- 
thing z when he eee he will ſeizc thee; 
When he ſeizeth thee, thou muſt yield, and, yield- 
ing, become his helpleſs Prey. it ſo,—what better 
Oourſe can now be taken by thee, than to prepare 
for Death without Delay I O! ler bim not ſeize 
thee with thy Sins full-blown or green about thee! 
-Confider, * that Death meets us in our Bufines, 
ſurpriſeth us at our Elraſurts, and-hies all alon 
e the be Road of Life“ 9. Give not too m 


nervous Writer), that, 
44 All Men think all Mea mortal, bot hei 
Inſtcad of falling i into, that moſt. dangerous Ber 


0 Wiſdom: As the laſt· mentioned "RO 


8 Be wiſe To-day z tis Madneſs to deer? 
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fuch as once appeared as, hale ad vigorous: as any of 
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30 _ A Diſcowſe on the Death © 
Thus on, till Wiſdom is puſh'd out of Life. - 
Procraſtination is the Thief of Time: 
Tk _ . © Year aſter Tear it ſteals, till all are fled; - 
= And to the Mercies of a Moment leaves 
«© The vaſt Concerns of an eternal Scene. 
If not fo frequent, would not This be ſtrange? 
That tis ſo frequent, This is ſtranger ſtill.” - 


Various Inſtances of ſudden Death occur: Ho- 
=—_— remarkably ſudden was the Death of our dear deceaſed 
—_ -F#riend! He was not only well the Day he died. 
= but well till the Evening of tbat Day, when be 
—_— - | wage from ſome particular Friends (whom he had 
to vilit) ſeemingly in perfect Health z but did 
not go many Furlongs on his Way homewards, 
before he fell from his Horſe, being ſeized, as it is 
generally apprehended, by an apoplectic Fit, and 
quickly after was found a breathleſs Corpſe, 
_ Tho? 10 bim ſuch a ſudden Tranſition out of this 
ſinful afflictive State, was doubtleſs a very great 
Mercy (as ſuch a Death muſt needs be to every good 
Man); yet is not ſuch a ſuddem Diſſolution a very 
alarming thing to every wicked Perſon, who is him- 
ſelf alſo liable to be called out of this World with- 
daut any Warning, without any longer Space for 
ERepentance being allowed him? In ſuch a Caſe, no 
Tongue can deſcribe the Miſery of the guilty 
Wretch that is hurried from all his worldly Purſuits, 
and carnal Pleaſures, down to the ſcorching Flames 
—_— of Hell, prepared for the Devil and his Angels; 
Albers to be.tormented, in proportion to bis Guilt, 
—_— for cevermore. Do not theſe things call aloud, 
_ -Jouder" than Thunder, to every unrighteous Perfon, 
to take Warning before it is too late? to break off 
from his Sins, by Repentance, without farther De- 
lay? and turn ro God with fervent Prayer, wick 
= frong Crying and Tear; in the Name of Chrift, both 
s the Pardop of every Sin, and for his Holy Spirit 
—_— Ws” Lat ws 
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ile Rev. Mr. Dawson. 314 
$4 to aſſiſt him in reforming his Heart and Life, be- 3 
fore the Judgments of Gon overtake him; a 
As the Father of Mercies delighteth not in the 9 
Death of a Sinner, but would rather he would re- 
es turn unto him, and live; and as the Merits of 
ö Chriſt's Obedience unto Death are as large and ex- 

tenſive as any of you could wiſh for, and the 
Offers of Mercy in the Goſpel are made to 1 
„ chat are willing to accept of them zows Why llt 
J (Of jou die? Why will you go on in your Folly and _— 
| 
| 


Deluſion, till the Day of Grace is paſt, and you 
_—_—_— 7... +. 


- Thirdly, Permit me now to addreſs myſelf tothoſe 
of you, that have made a good Uſe of the Grace of 
the Goſpel, and of what you have learned from 
the Inſtructions and Behaviour of your late Mi- 
niſter. : | 
Is it not both a Spur to your farther Obedience, 
and a reviving Thought to your Souls, that the 
God of Peace will not only be with you, or nem 
you his ſpecial Favour in this World, but alſo 
throughout an endleſs Eternity, if you do but 
continue faithful unto Death? as 
In this Caſe, though your valuable Friend and 
Miniſter is removed from you 3 yet ibat Gon, who 
gave * 1 9 his 8 to vou, will be 
. mgh, will be with you, Where - ever are, and 
+ whatever is your State z and in him = will on 


Chriſt his Son for the Great Shepherd of your _=_ 
Souls, his Holy. Spirit for your Comforter, his uk 
_erring Word for your Guide, his faithful Promiſes _ 
for the Ground of your H 


F ope, and his ever-watch- _ 
fal Providence to truſt to; not only for the Bleſſing = 
of another Miniſter, like him that is taken away, 
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32 _ 4 Diſcomſe en the Death _ 

"Inv every Tribulation of this chequer'd Life he 
will ere your Minds, and fulfil that dear, re- 
Living Promiſe, namely, that all Things ſhall 

work. together for Good to you. He will en- 
lighten your Darknefs, ' unravel your Perplexities, 
make your Path ſtrait and plain before you, ſuc- 
cour you, in Temptation, ſtrengthen your Hearts, | 
when you are moſt ſenfible of your own Weak- *' 
_nefs, and comfort you in all your Sorrows. Though 
de is the Higb and Lofty one that inhabits Eternity, 
| though his Name is Holy, and he dwells in the high 
and boly Placez yet he dwells with him alio, that 
is of a. contrite and humble Spirit, to revive, the 
Spirit of the Humble, and the Heart of the Con- 
trite ones. And does not even the Thought of 
this abundantly chear your Souls, and put greater 
"Gladneſs into your Heart, than the Increaſe of 
8 Corn, Oil, and Wine? Is not the Proſpect delight- 
2 ol, that, 'when the Almighty calls you to Judg- 
ment, he will freely juſtify your Souls through the 
Blood bf- Chriff, deliver you from all the Miſeries 
of the Second Death, and graciouſly reward you 
for all your Labour of Love? Reward you, not 
only, for a Duration equal to the Term of your 
Obedience and Suffering in the Fleſh, but for 
Millions of Millions of Ages, for ever; and will re 
ward you too to the utmoſt Extent of your Capa- 
eities and Deſires ? Since there is at his Right hand 
Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures for evermore. O! 
docs it not infpire you with Pleaſure, li tle leſs than 
Tranſport; you,” I ſay, that lov'd and improv'd 
in Holineſs by the Preaching and Example of your 
ute Paſtor; to think, that, in a little time, you 
hall go to, and fpend an happy Eternity with him, 
and with all the bleſſed Saints and Martyrs, and 
holy Angels, with Chriſt your dear Redeemer, 
and with Gop the Father of Mercies, and the in- 


©exhauſtible-Fountain of all Happineſs? ig 
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. u Rev: M. Dawson. 3 
Did you but realize the Proſpect of being for 
ever with the Lord, and with all the Children of 
God, of having your Nature perſectiy purged from 
Sin, and all your Capacities vaſtly enlarged, and 
 ehlarging for ever; of having all Tears wiped . 
from your Eyes, -and every Evil of this wicked . 
World removed far from you'; of being conſtantly 
employed in the moſt holy and delightful Service, 
and of having your Souls intirely fill'd and ra- 
viſh'd with a perpetual Succeſſion of new and 
growing Joys; did you, I ſay, but realize the 
Proſpect of all this Bleſſedneſs by the lively Exer- 
ciſe of Faith, you could neither want Inducement 
to be holy, nor ſolid Comfort in any of your Af- 
flictions. Neither Reproach, nor Poverty, nor the 
Death of your deareſt Friends, no, nor the Ap- 

henſions of your own Diſſolution, would grrat- 
y move you; fo that you might but finiſh your 
Courſe with Joy, 11 

Tou would conſider your preſent Trials as light 
{in compariſon), and but for a Moment; you could 
not faint. under them, while you looked not at 
the Things that are ſeen, but at thoſe that are not 
ſeen; for the Things that are ſeen are temporal, 


1 but the Things that are not ſeen are eternal. 


I To conclude: Since we are all liable to be very 
ſpeedily, and even ſuddenly, called out of this 

World by Death, we ſhould, every Sou! of us, 
live as we dare die. Miniſters ſhould” preach and 
live, as not knowing how ſoon the Time of their 
ſerving Chriſt, and ſeeking the Salvation of pre- 
cious Souls, may be over fog ever: And you 
ſhould hear, as not knowing but every Sermon 
Jou hear may be the laſt; and ſhould behave your- 
ſelves in every Part of your Conduct, as not 
knowing but you may be called to judgment 

without a Moment's W og: Watch therefore; 
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